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Natural History

BRIEZSIESEILTINET,

Fle. AVE—TIVT—2 a3V FEARBRZEL TYECEROBRICHIBKRCERME. BROXRAEZHEEZHANL, tiE
BIZHT DARDEKRENEILTTINET,

Interpretation is a form of communication that is intended to reveal the meaning and relationships behind things and events
through direct experience with objects, artifacts, landscapes, and places. It helps to provide a deeper understanding of the
culture and history of our natural heritage and triggers an emotional or intellectual response.

Interpretation provides a way to trigger people’s interest by revealing the meaning behind things and events, their
interrelationships, and the main principles in nature through nature experiences.
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Kushiro Marsh is the largest marshland in Japan, stretching inland from the Pacific Ocean in eastern Hokkaido and
encompassing four municipalities: Kushiro City, Shibecha Town, Tsurui Village, and Kushiro Town. The area designated as
Kushiro Marshlands National Park is approximately 28,000 hectares, an area that would easily fit the 23 wards of Tokyo.

The area where Kushiro Marsh is now located was once covered by the sea. Around 4,000 to 6,000 years ago, as the water
gradually receded, mud and sand began to accumulate to form the marshland, leaving some lakes behind about 3,000 years ago,
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which is what it looks like today.

Kushiro Marsh, with its rich natural environment, is home to about 700 plant species and 1,300 animal species, and was designated
as Japan’s first Ramsar Convention-listed wetland in 1980. In winter, red-crowned cranes can be seen there quite often. Other
birds including the white-tailed eagle, a large bird of prey; mammals such as the Ezo sika deer and the red fox, and amphibians
such as the rare northern salamander, which is said to be a survivor of the Ice Age, inhabit the marsh.
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Shiretoko is a peninsula jutting out into the southern part of the Sea of Okhotsk at the eastern tip of Hokkaido. Shiretoko was
registered as a World Natural Heritage site in July 2005 in recognition of the unique interrelationship between the rich marine
ecosystem nurtured by drift ice and the highly pristine terrestrial ecosystem, while it also serves as the habitat of precious plants
and animals. It was the first World Heritage site in Hokkaido.

The Shiretoko Peninsula was once threatened by overexploitation. Agricultural development that began in 1914 came to an end
as society changed, and around 1965, resort developers began to buy up the remaining pioneer sites. In 1977, the “Shiretoko
100-square-meter Movement” was launched to restore Shiretoko’s rich virgin forests. The movement was modeled after the
National Trust Movement that had originated in the United Kingdom.

Shiretoko is rich in intact natural beauty and rare animals, and the exceptional natural environment is “the southernmost point in
the world where drift ice can be seen.” We must continue to protect this environment carefully.
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Shikotsu-Toya National Park, which is located in the southwestern part of Hokkaido, consists of many volcanoes, two major
caldera lakes, Lake Shikotsu and Lake Toya, as well as the still active Mount Usu and the stratovolcano Mount Yotei. You can
enjoy volcanic landscapes representative of Japan in this region.

Mount Usu erupted most recently in the year 2000. Before that eruption, it had erupted repeatedly nine times at a pace of once
every 20 to 30 years, causing various disasters depending on the location of the volcanic vents and the scale of the eruption. In
1943, the Showa Shinzan volcano was born as a result of the volcanic activity of Mount Usu. The area is truly a “living volcano
museum,” with a wide variety of hot springs and “Jigokudani,” a volcanic phenomenon of geysers spewing hot spring water and
sulfuric gas into the air.

These volcanic activities resulted in the establishment of hot spring resorts such as Noboribetsu, Toyako, and Jozankei. The
beauty of the landscape, with its lakes, forests, and volcanoes, is a source of relaxation for many people.

Lake Shikotsu is also famous as the northernmost ice-free lake, and its unique dark “Lake Shikotsu Blue” water attracts visitors.
In 2009, this area was recognized as Japan’s first World Geopark, the “Toya-Usu UNESCO Global Geopark. This park is
located close to central Sapporo and New Chitose Airport, and it is easy for many people to visit it.
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The Blakiston Line is the distribution boundary of fauna that crosses the Tsugaru Strait which runs from east to west between
Honshu and Hokkaido. It was proposed by Thomas Blakiston, a British soldier and zoologist who lived in Japan from the end of
the Edo period to the Meiji period. This line divides the distribution of animals into the northern Siberian subregion and the
southern Manchurian subregion. The Blakiston Line is the northern limit for black bears, Japanese monkeys, and Japanese
squirrels, and the southern limit for brown bears, Northern Pika, and Hokkaido chipmunks.

Thomas Blakiston studied the wild birds of Japan. Based on these studies, he saw a boundary line of animal distribution in the
Tsugaru Strait, and he proposed it. In 1883, he published an article in the Journal of the Asiatic Society explaining his theory
that there is a great difference between the animals of Honshu and Hokkaido, and at the suggestion of the seismologist John
Milne, who also was an acquaintance of Blakiston’s, the boundary became known as the Blakiston Line.

These differences in animal distribution are attributed to the fact that Hokkaido had been connected to the Eurasian continent by
land through Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands during the Last Glacial Period, while Honshu had been connected to the continent
through the Korean Peninsula.

There is a monument commemorating Blakiston at the top of Mt. Hakodate, with an inscription that introduces his achievement
of proposing the Blakiston Line.
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Kushiro Marsh is the largest marshland in Japan, stretching inland from the Pacific Ocean in eastern Hokkaido and encompassing
four municipalities.
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Shikotsu-Toya National Park, which is located in the southwestern part of Hokkaido, consists of many volcanoes, including two
major caldera lakes, Lake Shikotsu and Lake Toya, as well as the still active Mount Usu and the stratovolcano Mount Yotei.
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