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Keep a drawer full of general interpretations that you can use at any place and time. These can be used for a variety of activities
and guided tours, adding depth and flexibility to your guided tours.
Interpretations should be summarized in four steps: introduction, development, turn and conclusion.

Introduction: to grab the listener's interest

Development: to foreshadow the climax of the second part

Turn: to change the story to an unexpected direction

Conclusion: to put your own thoughts in the conclusion as an ending
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Hokkaido used to be called “Ezochi,” but on July 17, 1869, explorer Takeshiro Matsuura proposed to the government a list of
six possible new names for the island, including “Hokkaido.” On August 15, a proclamation by the Dajokan (Grand Council of

State) settled on the current name “Hokkaido.”

Takeshiro Matsuura was born in 1818 in Ise (Mie Prefecture), Japan. He started travelling around the country at the age of 17.

He traveled to Ezo at the age of 26, and after that explored Ezo a total of six times.

At that time, he seemed to have visited Ezo from the perspective of “sea defense,” fearing that Ezo might be attacked by Russia.
He eventually came to have closer contact with the Ainu people and began to wish for them to have a happy life. Later, as an
expert on Ezo, he became a member of the Meiji government and an official of the Kaitakushi (Development Agency), submitting

a new name to replace Ezochi.

In 1857, Takeshiro, who surveyed the Teshio River basin flowing through the northern part of Hokkaido, learned that the Ainu
word “kai” means “one who was born in this land,” which inspired the name “Hoku kai do,” which became the current name
“Hokkaido.”
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During the Meiji Era, the Japanese government, which had been committed to “increasing wealth and military power” and
“encouraging new industries,” invited many experts from overseas countries with the aim of incorporating the latest knowledge

and technology and thus catch up with and surpass advanced countries.

In Hokkaido, Capron, the director of the Agricultural Bureau of the U.S. government, who was invited by Kiyotaka Kuroda, the
director of the Hokkaido Development Commission, became an advisor to the Commissioner and brought in successive excellent

human resources, including Dr. Clark, who became the first vice principal of the Sapporo Agricultural College.

The number of “hired foreigners” brought in through Capron's contacts amounted to 78 over a 12-year period, bringing advanced
learning and technology to Hokkaido. Sixty percent of them were Americans.
In total, there were 48 Americans, 13 Chinese, 5 Russians, 4 Britons, 4 Germans, 3 Dutchmen, and 1 Frenchman.

There were three major projects they were actually involved in:
The first project was to construct a road connecting Sapporo and Hakodate.
The second project was to build a government-owned factory to supply emigrants with daily commodities and production
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materials at a low cost.
The third was to establish an agricultural school.

Eventually, the Sapporo Agricultural College (now Hokkaido University) opened in 1876.
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Japan learned about the existence of the Four Northern Islands (Etorofu, Kunashiri, Shikotan, and the Habomai Islands) earlier
than Russia. Many Japanese traveled to the islands, gradually establishing control over them.

Prior to this, Russian power had never extended south of Urup Island.

In 1855, the “Treaty of Trade and Friendship between Japan and Russia (Shimoda Treaty)” was signed in a peaceful and friendly
manner, confirming the then naturally established border between Etorofu and Urup Islands as it was. Since then, the four

northern islands have never been part of a foreign country.
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However, on August 9, 1945, at the end of World War II, the Soviet Union entered the war against Japan in violation of the
“Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact” still in effect at the time, and occupied all four northern islands between August 28 and

September 5 of the same year after Japan accepted the “Potsdam Declaration.”

At that time, there were no Soviet citizens living on the four islands, while a total of approximately 17,000 Japanese lived on the
four islands. The Soviet Union unilaterally “incorporated” the four islands into its territory in 1946, and all Japanese were forcibly
evicted by 1948. Since then, the islands have been illegally occupied by the Soviet Union and Russia to this day.

Due to the Northern Territories issue, Japan and Russia have yet to conclude a peace treaty more than 70 years after the war.
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Hokkaido used to be called “Ezochi,” but on July 17, 1869, explorer Takeshiro Matsuura proposed to the government a list of
six possible new names for the island, including “Hokkaido.”

On August 15, a proclamation by the Dajokan (Grand Council of State) settled on the current name “Hokkaido.”
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At that time, he seemed to have visited Ezo from the perspective of “sea defense,” fearing that Ezo might be attacked by Russia.

He eventually came to have closer contact with the Ainu people and began to wish for them to have a happy life.
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