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Now, it’s time to get on the ropeway.
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It’s finally starting! I’'m getting excited.
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It’s about a 10-minute ride from the bottom station to the destination,
Sugatami Station. It is a famous spot because you can see the earliest autumn
leaves in Japan here.
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The earliest in Japan?
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After leaving the station, the first part of the walk is a warm-up with gentle
slopes. We will then aim for the top of Mt. Asahidake. It will take about
three hours including breaks along the way.
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Three hours? That seems good.
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From the top, you can enjoy a great view of the Daisetsuzan Mountains to
the Tokachi Mountain range. We will then head to Mt. Mamiya. We will
have lunch there.

We will then reach the summit of Mt. Hokkaidake and arrive at Mt.
Kurodake Ishimuro Emergency Shelter where there is a designated campsite.
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Wow, there’s quite a difference in altitude, will
| be able to keep up?
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Our schedule has plenty of time to spare. We will be able to set a
comfortable pace according to your physical strength, so please don’t worry.
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I’d like to go slowly, while enjoying the
scenery along the way.
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This is a two-day one-night trip, but is even achievable for beginner hikers.
Let’s keep our own pace and go steadily.
Tomorrow morning, | will tell you the detailed schedule for the second day.
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I am relieved to hear that the course is suitable
for beginners.
Thanks for everything.
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Yes. Don’t worry. It will be a relaxing and enjoyable mountain trip.
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It’s getting exciting!
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You can see unique plants and animals of Hokkaido on this walk. I will
explain about it briefly.
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Wow! What kind of wildlife is there?
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There are many brown bears living in Hokkaido. They are very cautious and
do not usually show up in front of people. But it is said that brown bears,
especially those that have come out of hibernation, are very hungry and have
a big appetite.

| will give you more information on how to deal with brown bears later.
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Brown bears... it sounds scary.
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There are also many deers.
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Deers? Are they also dangerous?
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Yes. Japanese Deer are also wary of humans and do not approach us. But
many of them run across roads and railway tracks, and often cause accidents.
What is interesting is that the distribution of animals in Hokkaido and the
main island is clearly divided by the Blakiston Line.
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Taka, what is the “Blakiston Line?”
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The Blakiston Line is a biogeological boundary. It crosses the Tsugaru
Channel from east to west dividing the main island and Hokkaido.




W& - &l - fLyxod <EXF—HE> SHMAEET RFRUFv— rSAUHERE 7O T4 ET 4 HA RiehmLEE

Brown Bear, Siberian Chipmunk and Northern Pika are found only in
Hokkaido, but Asiatic Black Bear, Wild Boar, and Japanese Monkey are not
found in Hokkaido.
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Oh, I see. Although it’s a little scary, I’d like to
see them...!
Red foxes seem so cute.

—RREIIZ, TVIH FEFYRGEICRONEESIC, KNDEXY X

BTHHADNBILET,
FEAXYRFIABLDOTIAIR/ OV I RARITEETILENHYF
ERS

FYRIZEEEZ Y, FYRITEFLHWVWEKSIZT S, ILEOLRELE
FECESID, THICMBALTERS, FIUTEKERETLEWESIZLE
L&,

Generally, species such as Japanese Deer and Red Fox found in Hokkaido
are larger than those on the main island.
Red foxes are cute, but you need to be careful about echinococcus disease.
Please take care about the following points:

= Avoid feeding or approaching foxes;

* Always wash or thoroughly heat wild vegetables and fruit before eating

them; and

= Avoid drinking stream water in the backcountry.
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OK, I’ve actually heard about echinococcus
disease in Canada.
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Hokkaido is home to large birds such as Red-crowned Cranes, Blakiston’s
Fish Owls, White-tailed Eagles, and Black Woodpeckers. | recommend you
go birdwatching when you visit Hokkaido next time.
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I would like to see some wildlife.
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Our schedule has plenty of time to spare. We will be able to set a comfortable pace according to your physical strength, so
please don’t worry.
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Point 1
This is a two-day one-night trip, but is even achievable for beginner hikers.
Let’s keep our own pace and go steadily.
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Point 2
What is interesting is that the distribution of animals in Hokkaido and the main island is clearly divided by the Blakiston Line.
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