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This lake is called Lake Kanayama. “Kana” means “gold.” “Yama” means
“mountain.” The name “Kanayama” comes from the fact that gold sand was
extracted in this region in the 1890’s.
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So something similar to the Yukon Gold Rush
happened in Hokkaido? That’s interesting.
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That’s right, Hokkaido used to be a gold-producing area. In 1898, a large amount
of gold sand was discovered in the Usotannai River in northern Hokkaido, which
triggered a gold rush. The area was called the “Klondike of the Orient” in reference
to the gold rush that occurred in 1896 on the Klondike River in Canada’s Yukon
Territory. It is truly the Japanese version of the gold rush. The mining soon ended,
and the area is now returning to a pristine forest.

Lake Kanayama is a man-made lake which was created in 1967 when the Sorachi
River was dammed. Fifty years have passed since the lake was built, and the
surrounding forests have recovered. The lake is home to Japan’s largest fish the
Itou or Japanese Huchen. As far as | know, the largest Itou on record was caught
15 years ago. It was 127 cm long and weighed 23 kg.

Lake Kanayama is surrounded by Ezo Spruce and Larch forests, giving it the
appearance of a natural lake. Before the dam was built, it used to be the largest
farmed area in Minamifurano. The lake is home to many fish species, including
Itou, the “phantom fish,” and Dolly Varden. They migrate upstream to the Sorachi
River every year in late April, when the river is flooded, to spawn. Itou is the largest
freshwater fish in Japan, and a newspaper article once reported the catching of a
127 cm Itou. In 2009, the town of Minamifurano became the first town in Japan to
enact the town of Minamifurano Itou Conservation and Management Ordinance to
protect this precious species of trout. The town has continued with its efforts to
conserve this very special resource.
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Lake fishing is also popular in Canada. | think
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Minamifurano’s efforts to protect this species
is wonderful.
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Lake Kanayama also has a rustic campground and an auto campground with power
supply and other facilities. You can often encounter wild animals such as Ezo red
foxes and Ezo Sika Deer, which can only be seen in Hokkaido. If you have time to
spare, please enjoy the campground and other recreational facilities.

The Lake Kanayama Auto Campground is an ideal auto campground for a natural
resort experience, built on natural terrain with a vast area overlooking Lake
Kanayama and the lakeside campground. There are eight 45 m? campsites and
sixty-three 27 m? standard sites. The sites are arranged around three log-style
cooking areas and two restrooms. The trees and lawns are well-maintained and
receive excellent user reviews. The administration building has a laundry room,
showers, a store, a rest area, and restrooms.
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| also hike and climb mountains. | love
spending the night in my tent. Please tell me
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more about the campground later.
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You are all doing well so far. How does everyone feel?
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I am quickly getting used to paddling. It feels
very natural to me so | feel good.
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This is also my first time kayaking. | feel like
| am gliding across the lake. It is so much fun.
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That’s good to hear. The green cove I initially told you about is over there. Let’s
have a tea break there. | have some cookies that my wife baked. They are quite
delicious.
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I’m really looking forward to trying your
wife’s homemade cookies.
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What do you think? Do you think it’s beautiful?
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Look at the reflection of the trees. It’s very
beautiful. I’'m impressed by how quiet it is in
here. It is as if the sound is being absorbed by
something. It really is a lovely place.
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We can have tea here in our kayaks or we can go in a little further and get out and
take a break. Which would you prefer?
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I would like to go ashore and get out of the
kayak to stretch my arms and legs.
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I agree, it’s not a deserted island, but I think it
would be fun to get out. I’'m looking forward
to it!
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Ok, then let’s continue on to the area we call “Tentacles Cove.”

9 CNR?2TFUR9 IR ? Z ZILRKME
DIZAANEBLTWEDTIM?

Octopus? Tentacles? This is a freshwater lake.
Do octopuses live here?
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I don’t believe it. I’ve never heard of that.
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Once we turn the corner, you’ll have the answer.
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What magnificent Tentacles.

A=) T | HAELBECBELTWVWSAYSEVLSIADUYKRTT, ABYZEE-TLS

—>av BAZADEDLSICRASDTESIREATVET, AVIEFdBEIZEE
(BhiEYD) THEADHTTEH, RETHMONTVET . RULEH D TIIHE 2000 FEHA D

RKEHDZEITY ., HlFEE 400 EL ST oL S TIH, E2(EHN

ALK TNHN—FDOHICRZBZE, MIHET I EHELARY, EoIEMSHWL

FrTALNDESIBEFEYNES ZEALGLLBERICELENTWSARTYT, B
nE (A%

YSEWSEAHIF TEYH D] EFARZEICHET D EEDNTWET, U

UDEBEAIZHITODX—A A MDAV FET—TIRBY FIHh

5, FZTT4—TLA9I1ZLELLS,

That is the stump of a tree called katsura that grows wild in Hokkaido. It is called
that because the roots crawling around it look like the legs of an octopus. Katsura
trees are known for their longevity among trees native to Hokkaido. Some of the
oldest trees are said to be over 2,000 years old. That one was cut down when it
was about 400 years old. This tree is popular with Hokkaido residents because its
leaves are round and look like hearts. They turn yellow in autumn and emit a
sweet caramel-like aroma. The name “katsura” is said to be derived from the
word “kaori-izuru” (meaning fragrance). Behind the stump there is a bench and
table made by local canoeists, so let’s have a tea break there.
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It’s a nice, quiet place.
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You can’t get here without a kayak.

Be careful, some places are muddy. A person once got his shoes stuck here
before.
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I see. I’ll be careful. It’s a nice relaxing place.
It’s a good out of the way spot, isn’t it?
What are those animal tracks?
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Those are Ezo Sika Deer tracks.
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What are those cute footprints over there?
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Ah, that’s a raccoon. Oh no. I can’t believe they’ve come this far. Raccoons are
native to North America, and were not naturally found in Hokkaido, but about 40
years ago, roughly 10 of them escaped from captivity and settled in a dairy
farming area, where they started reproducing. Since then, they are found over a
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fairly large area of Hokkaido. As seen in many famous cartoons, raccoons are
very dexterous and they eat many crops, causing problems for farmers. Since
their living area overlaps with that of the Ezo raccoon dog, there are concerns
about their impact on the native species.
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We can have tea here in our kayaks or we can go in a little further and get out and take a break.
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Lake Kanayama is surrounded by Ezo Spruce and Larch forests, giving it the appearance of a natural lake.
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