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Okay, let’s get going. | can’t hear you!
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Welcome to the Shisorapuchi River. All Forward! Forward, Hard Forward,
Stop, Stop, Lean in!
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How are you all feeling? If you feel sick or too tired to continue the tour, we
can contact the land team and ask them to get you off the boat at a landing
point along the way and drive you to the next stop.
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No problem!
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Let’s get out of the boat and have a quick break on shore.
Please watch your step when you get out of the boat.
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We are on the Shisorapuchi River here. The river merges with the
“Ruomansorapuchi River” up ahead and it then becomes the Sorachi River.
The name of the river is derived from the Ainu language. The Ainu word “So-
rapti-pet” means “river with many waterfalls.”

The Sorachi River is part of the Ishikari River system and flows from
Minamifurano through Lake Kanayama to Furano, Ashibetsu, and Akabira,
and then joins the Ishikari River in Takikawa. The Sorachi River ends in
Takikawa. The name of this city means “Kawa (river)” with “Taki
(waterfalls).”

The mountains of Tomamu Resort form a watershed. The water flowing in
front of the mountains forms the Mukawa River, which flows into the Pacific
Ocean, and the water flowing behind the mountains forms the Sorachi River,
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which flows into the Ishikari River, which in turn flows into the Sea of Japan.
This area is truly deep in the mountains.

The river is home to many fish, including Itou, also called the phantom fish,
rainbow trout, white-spotted char, Dolly Barden, Japanese dace, Japanese
sculpin, and so on. The water is very clear, so you can see fish in the river.
Ezo Sika Deer and Ezo red foxes also appear along the shore. If we are lucky,
we may encounter a few animals along the way.
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It would be fun to see some wildlife. We are looking
forward to it.
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I’d like to talk a little bit about Daisetsuzan National Park, the source of the
Sorachi River, and the backbone of Hokkaido. Daisetsuzan National Park is
located in the central part of Hokkaido and is the largest national park in
Japan. It is a pristine national park centered in the Daisetsuzan Mountain
range, which includes the highest peak in Hokkaido, Mt. Asahidake. The
main peak covers an area of approximately 230,000 hectares and also
includes volcanoes that are still active today. The entire area including Mt.
Tomuraushi, the Tokachi Mountain range, and the Shikaribetsu volcano
group forms the designated Daisetsuzan National Park.

These mountains are around 2,000 meters high, but due to their high latitude,
they have an alpine environment comparable to that of the 3,000-meter-high
mountains of Honshu, and the mountain range is truly magnificent. At the
summit of the mountain, large snow-covered valleys and snow fields remain,
even in mid-summer, and abundant alpine flora create magnificent flower
gardens everywhere.

At the foot of the mountains, subarctic coniferous forests mainly consisting of
Ezo spruce and Sakhalin fir are abundant. The area’s diverse natural
environment, with its rich forests, large colonies of alpine plants, and
extremely cold winters are home to the Japanese pika, which is considered an
Ice Age survivor. Alpine butterflies are only found in this region. The area is
also home to large mammals such as brown bears and Ezo Sika Deer, as well
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as rare birds such as the black woodpecker and the Blakiston’s fish owl.

At the foot of the mountains, Sounkyo, Yukomambetsu, Tenninkyo, Nukabira
Gensenkyo, Shirogane, Lake Shikaribetsu, Tomuraushi, and many other hot
springs provide a perfect base for exploring Daisetsuzan National Park.

Sorachi was once a prosperous coal-producing region. Even today, there is a
movement to focus on the so-called “Industrial Revolution of the North” of
that time, a cultural heritage called “Coal and Iron Port” that links Sorachi, a
coal-producing region with the ports of Otaru and Muroran, which is in a
steel-producing region. We hope that those who are interested will visit these
areas to experience the industrial heritage and food culture that has continued
since the time when these cultures merged. Wineries have also recently
opened one after another in Sorachi, and winery tours and farm restaurants
that serve local wines are also gaining popularity.
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Hokkaido is really nice. I often go to Tokyo for
work, but this is my first time in Hokkaido. Wow,
it’s totally different. I can’t believe it’s the same
Japan. It’s amazing. I will definitely come back to
Hokkaido for more experiences.
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Please do! The Daisetsuzan Mountains and Mt. Tomuraushi have snow from
November to late April, so it is fun to see the remaining snow.
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The water flows in front of the mountains forms the Mukawa River, which flows into the Pacific Ocean, and the water flowing
behind the mountains forms the Sorachi River, which flows into the Ishikari River, which in turn flows into the Sea of Japan.
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Daisetsuzan National Park is located in the central part of Hokkaido and is the largest national park in Japan.
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